COMM 102 Spring 2021        ESSAY       Value: 80 points 
 
INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION IN YOUR LIFE  
 
 You must Bold OR highlight the words identifying your chosen concepts and theories (not entire sentences—only the singular word or few words naming the concept)  
Plagiarism will be detected through SafeAssign. It must be your original work. Caution: Reusing work you turned in for another class is considered plagiarism and not acceptable. 
 
PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this paper is to apply multiple interpersonal communication concepts and theories we covered throughout this course to the topic you choose. In other words, what you are doing is putting together theory (course concepts) and practice (your personal life world).  
 
TOPIC: 
You will demonstrate your knowledge and understanding about interpersonal communication through analysis of a particular personal relationship. For example, you may want to examine elements of cultural communication with a new friend; conflict with a roommate, parent or within your family; listening skills with a romantic partner; power issues with a co-worker; forgiveness with a friend, etc. You may need or wish to include more than one friend, roommate, family member, partner, etc.-- perhaps to make a comparison. While your analysis may draw on concepts from various chapters, it should support your overall thesis (that is, the focus statement of your paper). 

INSTRUCTIONS:   
Choose and apply at least 10 concepts or theories from any bolded term in our textbook or found in the Key Concepts list at the end of each chapter. This will allow you to apply a scholarly, informed analysis.  
  
The structure of the paper MUST be as follows, using the subheads in ALL CAPS:  
 
(Provide a title) _________________________ 
  
1. INTRODUCTION: (1/2 page) Preview your paper in this section and provide a thesis (i.e., a statement of what you will do in your paper and why).  Be sure to identify the personal situation/context and briefly summarize it.   
  
2. CONCEPT APPLICATION: (3-4 pages)  
· Explain and define in your own words each of the 10 concepts or theories you chose 
(citing page numbers from our textbook—THIS IS REQUIRED. If using an e-book, cite chapter number, title of section name, and paragraph number in which concept appears). 
· For each concept or theory, explain it and then apply it to the personal situation or media product by describing the interaction and how it illustrates the concept.  
· You must bold or highlight the words identifying your chosen concepts/theories (not the entire sentence) so they may be accurately counted.  
 
3. CONCLUSION: (1/2 page) Summarize and bring closure to the paper.  
Paper Formatting:  
· Each paper should be 4 to 5 pages in length and address all parts of the requirements above. In other words, that is a minimum of 4 full pages and a maximum of 5 pages.   
· Each paper must be double-spaced, 12-point Times Roman font, 1” margins in academic paper format. Your name, the date, and assignment name must be in upper left-hand corner.  
· Each paper should be free of grammatical and sentence structure errors.   
 
Criteria for Evaluation:  
This assignment is worth a total of 80 points and will be graded based on the following criteria: 
  
· (5) Title/Introduction/Thesis:  Did you provide a title? Did you preview the reason for the paper, identify the situation/media properly, and give a short summary?  Is the central idea/thesis easily identifiable and worth developing?  A thesis is a central idea or argument on which you construct your paper.  An example of a good thesis statement for this type of paper:  
  
· An analysis of my experience with a roommate last year reveals that our interpersonal communication offers insight into various conflicts in shared-living relationships.  
    

· (60)  (6 points each) Concept Application:  Uses at least 10 concepts or theories that are bolded in our textbook or listed in Review Terms at ends of each chapter. Application of each concept/theory must be reasonable, well thought out, and insightful. Be sure to review the example essay excerpts for guidance. 
 
· Should comprehensively explain each concept/theory used (2) 
 
· Concept/theory has proper page number citations or proper e-book citations. (1) 
 
· Paper supports its arguments well with examples from the personal situation. (1) 
 
· Paper demonstrates a clear understanding of how it illustrates the ideas, issues, and arguments of theories and concepts. Paper uses only a minimal amount of direct quotations—but rather paraphrases. (2)   


· (5) CONCLUSION: (1/2 page) Summarize, draw conclusions, and bring closure to the paper.  
 
· (10) Paper’s Writing and Mechanics:   
· Organized with a Title and the 3 specified subheads.  
· Paragraphs have proper topic sentences and paper is written in an appropriate college level tone (free of slang, clichés, and uninformed judgments).  
· Double-spaced, in 12-point font with 1” margins.  
· Uses correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 
· Meets length requirements (4-5 pages).  
